
Jane E. Wasson (1843-1903)  1 

 
 

Jane E. Wasson (1843-1903) 
 

Jane Wasson was the second of eight children born to John and Jemima Wasson. 

 

John and Jemima Wasson’s daughter Jane was born on December 7, 1843 in Amboy, Oswego 

County, New York.  She moved to Jackson County, Iowa with her family in 1854, and then to Jones 

County, Iowa by 1860. 

 

Like the rest of her family, Jane attended the Scotch Grove Presbyterian Church when the family 

moved to the area in 1854.  She united with the church when she was 17.  She then united with 

the Onslow Presbyterian Church after it opened in the early 1870s. 

 

As a young woman, Jane taught school for seven years, including in Clay Township District 5. 

 

Jane married Civil War veteran John George Krouse on March 11, 1868 in Jones County.  John 

was born in Kane, Illinois to J.G. Krouse and his wife Margaret. 
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Jane Wasson Krouse (left) and John Krouse (right) 

 

They settled on John’s farm, which included 80 acres at the north end of sections 2 and 3 in 

Madison Township.  This had been his parents’ farm when his family first moved to Jones County 

in 1851.  He took over the farm after his father died.  His mother lived with John and Jane until 

she died.  His farm soon added another 80 acres in the southeast corner of section 34 in Scotch 

Grove Township, apparently acquired from his sister after 1867. 

 

 
John’s mother Margaret 
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This 1893 plat map shows John Krouse’s farm, which consisted of 160 acres in sections 2 and 3 of 

Madison Township and section 34 of Scotch Grove Township. 

 

John and Jane had four children.  These included the following: 

• John Grant Krouse, born March 4, 1870, in Madison Township, Jones County, Iowa 

• William George Krouse, born October 10, 1873, in Madison Township, Jones County, Iowa 

• Mabel J. Krouse, born March 12, 1875, in Madison Township, Jones County, Iowa 

• Daisy Jane Krouse, born January 26, 1883, in Madison Township, Jones County, Iowa 

 



Jane E. Wasson (1843-1903)  4 

 
The Krouses built this house on their farm in 1881.  From left to right:  Daisy Jane Krouse, Mabel 

J. Krouse, William G. Krouse, John G. Krouse, Jr., Jane E. Wasson Krouse, and John G. Krouse. 

 

 
The farmhouse on the former John Krouse Farm on 130th Street, Madison Township in 2021 
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Former site of the John Krouse Farm 

 

 
View from the John Krouse Farm of the John Wasson Farm (upper left) and the John Wasson Jr. 

Farm to its left and the James Wasson Farm to its right  
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The Krouse family in 1891 

Front, left to right:  John G. Krouse, Daisy Jane Krouse, Jane E. Wasson Krouse 

Back, left to right:  John G. Krouse Jr., Mabel J. Krouse, William G. Krouse 

 

In 1893, John and Jane Krouse, their daughter Daisy and Jane’s mother Jemima travelled to 

Chicago to attend the World’s Columbian Exposition a.k.a. the Chicago World’s Fair. 

 

Jane suffered from kidney problems, and had been in poor health for some time when she died 

on February 1, 1903, just a few months after her mother Jemima died.  It was shortly after 

Jemima’s death when her brother William had come to town that she invited all of her surviving 

siblings to gather at her house because, “It is hard to tell whether we will all ever be together 

again.”  That was the last time the five of them gathered together. 

 

Her funeral was held at the Onslow Presbyterian Church.  Jane was buried in Wyoming Cemetery, 

Wyoming, Iowa. 
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Jane Wasson Krouse’s obituary, Anamosa Eureka, February 5, 1903 
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Marker for Jane E. Wasson Krouse, Wyoming Cemetery 

 

Jane died without a will.  In those days, the money, real estate and personal property in the 

household was generally regarded as belonging to the husband, so this wasn’t unusual.  But in 

Jane’s case, her husband John sought to be named as the administrator of her estate because 

she did own something of value. 

 

When Jane’s mother Jemima died a few months earlier, Jemima’s surviving children, including 

Jane, each inherited a one-fifth stake in Jemima’s farm, with the property described in the form 

that John Krouse prepared, below.  Jane’s share presumably would now pass on to her survivors 

once Jemima’s estate was settled. 

 

Shortly before Jemima died, her son Joe renewed his three-year lease of her farm.  He had been 

renting it from his parents for decades at that point.  All the siblings agreed to honor Joe’s lease, 

and agreed to not sell the farm until Joe’s new lease was nearing its end. 

 

John Krouse wasn’t interested in that agreement.  He went to court to force the sale of the farm 

so that Jane’s survivors could get their share.  The matter was resolved only when Joe agreed to 

buy out Jane’s share of their mother’s farm. 
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John Krouse sought to be named administrator of his wife’s estate. 

 

John remained on his farm after Jane died.  He eventually remarried, but soon divorced.  Due to 

failing health, John decided to put his farm up for sale, but he died on February 9, 1920, just eight 

days before the advertised auction was scheduled to take place.  His funeral was held at his home.  

He was buried next to his wife in Wyoming Cemetery. 
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Advertising the sale of the John Krouse Farm in 1920 shortly before the death of John Krouse 

(left); John Krouse’s obituary, Anamosa Eureka, February 19, 1920 (right) 

 

  
John G. Krouse in 1910; marker for John G. Krouse, Wyoming Cemetery 
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John Grant Krouse (John and Jane Krouse’s son) 

Son John Grant married Margaret Ardella Williamson on September 20, 1893 in Jones County.  

They had one child, Ira, John and Jemima Wasson’s first great grandchild.  John worked for the 

railroad in Monmouth, Jackson County, and later in Monticello, Jones County.  John died July 13, 

1943 in Monticello, Jones County.  He and his wife Ardella were buried in Wyoming Cemetery. 

 

  
John Krouse, Jr. and Ardella Williamson Krouse (left); Ira Krouse, John and Jemima Wasson’s first 

great grandchild, was born in 1894 (right) 

 

Ira married, and worked for the federal government in various accounting and bookkeeping 

positions in the Washington, DC, area.  He had two children and several grandchildren. 

 

 
Marker for Ardella Williamson Krouse and John Krouse, Jr., Wyoming Cemetery 
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William George “Will” Krouse (John and Jane Krouse’s son) 

Son William George “Will” married Louise Greig on September 4, 1895 in Jones County.  They had 

three children.  William was a Jones County farmer for a number of years before moving to Cedar 

Rapids, where he worked as a machinist.  All three of their children married, and had a number 

of children of their own.  William died July 9, 1945 in Cedar Rapids, Linn County, Iowa.  He and 

his wife Louise were buried in Wyoming Cemetery. 

 

 
William Krouse 

 

 
Marker for William Krouse and Louise Greig Krouse, Wyoming Cemetery  
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Mabel J. Krouse (John and Jane Krouse’s daughter) 

Daughter Mabel J. married Gideon Hughes on March 23, 1893 at her parents’ home.  Mabel died 

on May 7, 1896 at their Scotch Grove home a few weeks after giving birth to their only child.  She 

was buried in Scotch Grove Cemetery.  The child, daughter Mabel, died about five weeks after 

her mother. 

 

   
Mabel Krouse Hughes (left) and Gideon Hughes (right) 

 

 
Marker for Mabel Krouse Hughes, Scotch Grove Cemetery, Scotch Grove, Iowa 
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Daisy Jane Krouse (John and Jane Krouse’s daughter) 

Daughter Daisy Jane was a music teacher before she got married, although she gave up her 

business when her mother Jane died.  Daisy married Arthur Steyne on March 4, 1903 in Onslow, 

Jones County.  They had three children.  One died young.  The other two married and provided 

their parents with numerous grandchildren.  Arthur went on to become an interior decorator.  

Daisy died June 12, 1958 in Cedar Rapids, Linn County.  Daisy and her husband Arthur were buried 

in Wyoming Cemetery. 

 

   
Daisy Jane Krouse Steyne (left) and Arthur Steyne (right) 
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Marker for Daisy Krouse Steyne and Arthur Steyne, Wyoming Cemetery 
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